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8th September 2025 

Dear parents/carers, 

I would like to welcome you to the start of a new academic year and thank you in advance for your 

support, as we work together to help every young person to enjoy learning, experience success and 

make progress. 

Year 11 and Year 13 Results  

We are once again celebrating AGS students achieving excellent results in their summer exams.  You 

may already have seen the press reports or looked on the AGS website www.anthonygell.co.uk . Last 

year’s Year 13 and Year 11 have started to take their next steps in education, employment or training. 

It was wonderful to see so many of our Sixth Formers gain places in their first-choice university, job or 

apprenticeship and hear about exciting plans to travel, explore and learn in different ways.  Our Year 

11 students also achieved very impressive exam results and have embarked on various post-16 

pathways. It was a pleasure to welcome so many of them back this morning, as they took their place 

in Year 12 at AGS and joined our tremendous Sixth Form.   

The AGS Dress Code 

Thank you for your continued support with our approach to being a school which does not have a 

uniform. For this to work as well as it does, and have the benefits we see, we do insist on all students 

complying with our Dress Code. Information about our Dress Code can be found on our website 

www.anthonygell.co.uk/pastoral/dress-code/ . Fashions change and we sometimes see an increase in 

some footwear/clothing which unfortunately does not meet our very reasonable expectations in 

terms of dress code. You will see that our dress code talks about open-toe footwear not being allowed 

for health and safety reasons. Please be aware that this includes ‘crocs’. Crocs are not suitable 

footwear for school, alongside sliders and flipflops. Please could you help by ensuring your 

child/children come to school in closed toe footwear.   

‘Energy Drinks’ 

You may have seen the dangers of energy drinks being highlighted in the news recently. The 

government is banning the sale of certain types of these drinks to young people under the age of 16. 

These drinks contain dangerous levels of sugar, caffeine and, in some cases, other additives. You may 

know them by some of their trade names. Drinks such as ‘Monster’, ‘Prime’ and ‘Red Bull’ are 

specifically referenced in this report from the BBC  www.bbc.com/news/articles/c707074qdnko  but 

there are lots of others which fall into the category. We will therefore continue with the approach we 

have taken in AGS for a number of years. Students are not allowed to consume these drinks in school 

and should not bring them to school. Thank you for your support with this. 

Art, Technology and Media Showcase 

I am delighted to say that AGS will once again be a venue during this weekend’s Arts and Architecture 

Trail in Wirksworth. School will be open on Saturday and Sunday (13th and 14th September), so that 

visitors can view and appreciate the work of our talented students in various subject areas. There will 

be a café in school selling drinks and snacks during the festival, with all proceeds from this going back 

into supporting the development of creative subjects in AGS. It would be lovely to see lots of 
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parents/carers and friends of AGS visit us this weekend. Please come along if you can and please let 

friends, neighbours and family members know about this event. The doors to our hall, near to 

reception, will be open from 10am on Saturday and Sunday. Our students are amazing, and they 

deserve to have their work seen by as many people as possible. 

60 Years of Comprehensive Education at AGS! 

We are proudly celebrating the 60th year of our school being a comprehensive school. The decision 

taken in 1965 has allowed children and young people from a wider range of backgrounds and with a 

broader range of skills and talents to attend our school. We are very proud of our truly comprehensive 

intake and our very inclusive approach. To acknowledge this anniversary, an Oak tree is being planted 

within the school grounds and there will be a short ceremony at 10am on Saturday (13th September) 

to mark this event. 

Curriculum Information Evenings at AGS 

We were pleased to see the positive response to our newly introduced Curriculum Information 

Evenings in 2024-25 and have therefore decided to calendar a few more of these at the beginning of 

this new academic year. These are in addition to the Parents’ Evenings. The Curriculum Information 

Evenings are a chance for you as a parent/carer to discover more about the opportunities for students 

in various year groups and will give really good tips about how you can help them get the most from 

their time in school in 2025-26. Parents and Carers who came to these early evening presentations 

last year told us how useful they found them. Details of our Parents’ Evenings can be found here 

https://www.anthonygell.co.uk/parents/parents-evening/. Details of our Curriculum Information 

Evenings can also be found via this link and scrolling to the bottom of the page. Please be aware that 

the Curriculum Information evenings for Year 7, Year 10 and Sixth form are scheduled for next week. 

Good Attendance Leads to Greater Success 

AGS staff spent time last week preparing for the year ahead and honing our skills, ready to welcome 

back our students this week. Year 7 and Sixth Form students joined us today. All Year groups are in 

from Tuesday (9 Sept) onwards. Thank you for everything you will do to make sure every young person 

attends school as much as possible in 2025-26. The summer results once again highlighted the 

importance of attendance. Students with very good attendance achieved results much better than 

their peers; they had learned more, made more progress, experienced more and are better placed to 

take their next steps. We want this for all of our children. Everyone will start this week on 100% 

attendance. We would like as many of them as possible to still have as close to 100% by the end of 

this year. Thank you for working with us to help make this a reality for lots of AGS students. 

Here’s to another very successful year! 

Best wishes, 

 

Malcolm Kelly 

Headteacher 
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