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Beyond AGS

A level Criminology 
Learning Journey

Transition from Year 11

Unit 1 – Changing 
Awareness of Crime

1.1 Crime reporting 
and the public 
perception of crime

1.3 How campaigns 
are used to elicit 
change

1.2 How campaigns 
are used to elicit 
change

Unit 2 - Criminological 
Theories

Criminology is 50% coursework and 50% 
exam, so we employ skills which 
students are likely to have encountered 
during their GCSE years in coursework 
subjects.
If students haven't studied a coursework 
subject don't worry!
We give students lots of support and use 
OneNote to support students in getting 
organised and collating their notes.

2.1 The 
social 
construction 
of 
criminality

2.3 Causes of  criminality

2.2 Theories of criminality

2.4 Crime and 
policy change

Unit 3 Crime Scene to 
Courtroom

4.1 The criminal 
justice system in 
England & 
Wales

3.1 Criminal 
investigations

3.2 Prosecuting 
suspects

3.3 Reviewing 
Criminal Cases

Unit 4 Crime and 
Punishment

4.2 The role of 
punishment in 
the Criminal 
Justice System

4.2 Understand 
measures of 
social control: 
Police / CPS / 
Courts/ Prisons 
/ Probation & 
Charities

Criminology equips students with a 
range of transferable skills and 
qualities which will support their 
future endeavours whether that be 
academic or vocational routes. The 
coursework element provides 
students with research skills and 
builds independence whilst the 
exam component develops abstract 
and critical thinking. These skills and 
qualities are great for those aspiring 
to university across a range of 
subjects. In addition, many students 
aspire to apprenticeships or careers 
in the criminal justice system or 
across other public services.
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