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Let's get cooking!

Anthony Gell School were proud to host the launch
of ‘Let’s get cooking’ groups in the area. Head
teachers, teachers, parents, volunteers and pupils
from 12 primary and junior schools attended the
event to promote cooking and food activities in the
local community.

The Let's Get Cooking campaign provides individuals
with ideas, recipes and support to set up a cooking
club in their local school. Involvement is encouraged
from family members to local businesses as group ac-
tivities range from visits and talks to cooking and tast-
ing. Anthony Gell’s club will be run by Miss Foster,
Food Technology teacher and a small group of talented
students as part of the school’s 6" form enrichment
programme.

Miss Foster said: ‘Today has been a fantastic and thor-
oughly enjoyable opportunity for the community to work
together to develop food skills and knowledge. It has
been wonderful to see so many schools attend the
launch and everyone seemed to be really inspired and
enthused about the possibilities. It is essential that we
all work together to develop a positive relationship with
food issues and practices. The Let's Get Cooking team
made all the activities accessible for all groups and
provided support to those starting their own groups.

Funny méney

What did you do for Comic Relief ? Sponsored
silence, sponsored tied together, be a slave,
sponsored football, wheelchair basketball or dance,
coin line up, wear red, wear fancy dress, climb, run,
cycle up Kilimanjaro, be a Lotus flower? Whatever it
was— thank you — you raised loads of money- as
always.!
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Ooops ...

A group of Y7 and Y8 students have formed
a School Food Panel. Earlier this term they
carried out a survey to find out what types
of food Y7 and Y8 were eating during their
lunchtime. It did not matter whether the
students had eaten at home, at school or
brought in a lunchbox

The School Food Panel then put all the
information into a spreadsheet which had been
prepared for us by Health Promoting Schools.
The data was then converted into a pie chart
which compares the proportion of food groups
which have been consumed by year group.
Students were shocked by the findings as you
can see below.
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-We have already held discussions in tutor
groups and an assembly. The Senior
Leadership Team have now challenged the
students to match or beat them when we carry
out our next survey. Thanks to Year 7 parents
who completed a questionnaire we now know
that you want to know more about the topic.
Mrs Jackson has met with members of the
Wirksworth’s Farmers’ Market to discuss ways
to make sure that our students know what
makes a good, balanced diet.

See our Red Nose photos @ www.anthonygell.co.uk
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An intrepid group of 20 Year 9 students spent a gruel-
ling week at Whitehall Outdoor pursuits Centre last
term. They had to cope with the first snow of the winter
but took it all in their stride.

Mrs Robinson, who accompanied the group was very
impressed: “ They were the best group I've ever taken—
even the instructor said they were awesome!”

. . James Wilmot was a re-
S kl trl p Sets neW reCO rd cord-breaker on this
I i year’s ski-trip to
S kl trl p Sets neW reCO rd Feldkirchen in Austria

—at age 5 years he is the
youngest participant ever
on the trip.
He accompanied his mum
Sue Wilmot, one of our
team of teaching assis-
tants and the rest of her
family and like everyone
else they really enjoyed
an injury free visit with the
best snow in years.
You can see an online
album of ski trip photos
by following the link on
our website
www.anthonygell.co.uk

The newly established Extreme Sports Student Committee AKA ‘DropZone’ have been in non-stop
action since it's creation in October 08. They have been instrumental in designing and painting the
Urban Art mural on Wirksworth’s skatepark and recently hosted the successful Wirksworth Adventure
Film Festival.

The group have also been working with OB Design to design a new sign for Fanny Shaw's Community
Park and will be organising competitions and lessons at the skatepark in the summer to attain their
Level 1 Sports Leadership Award.

Current members of Dropzone are:
Nic Ferguson-Lee, Calum McKenzie, Harry Gough, Ryan  Barke ,
Jack Dranfield, Ceri Hedderwick and Lydia Carr

For more info on DropZone and extreme sports in and around Wirksworth check out DropZone’s Blog at

http://dropzone-wirksworth.blogspot.com

or see Wiz Hunt, the Extreme Sports Development Off  icer based at AGS



Disability Awareness Week

During the week beginning 19 ™ January we
held a series of assemblies which gave
information about what is meant by

Disability and what the school is doing to be
more supportive

We then started our Disability Awareness Week
on 26" Janaury with discussions and presenta-
tions based on a poster about Disability. All of
years 7, 8 and 9 students watched an animation
about a boy with cerebral palsy whilst all of Y10
and 11 watched a series of TV adverts based
on ‘See the Person, not the Disability’

We were very privileged to listen to and ask questions of Richard Rieser, from the
leading organisation ‘Disability Equality in Education’ who was impressed with the
open approach our school was using to raise awareness about Disability. We also
played wheelchair basketball and tried out using Braille code to send messages at
the end of the week. We learned a lot from the week and one student sums it up
by saying:” | ‘m more aware of what people with disabilities might think or of how
they want to be treated and what their disability is officially called”. Mrs Jackson
would like to thank everyone for participating so positively in such an exciting
week.

The Rams help us celebrate success ....

The hall was packed as parents and staff gathered for the annual presentation of certificates to GCSE
and A Level students. As well as congratulating both year groups on achieving the school's best ever
results, Mr Baker reflected on the many technological changes that had been seen since he was their
age and invited them to ponder on the many changes they would witness during their own working lives.
He emphasised the need for them to be willing go on learning and to be prepared for an unpredictable
future.

The guest speaker for the evening was Tim Hinchey, Vice President ( Commercial) of Derby County
Football Club , who outlined his own career in the sports business. Recalling his own school- and
student days he urged young people to go the extra mile, to be proactive and to work hard, not just to
please parents and teachers but to give themselves choices and the best chance of taking control of
their own destinies

Tim was full of praise for the staff and students at AGS, who have already been involved in a number of
projects with the club as one of Derby's partner schools. He went on to talk about current developments
at the club designed to build even stronger links with schools and the wider community, and the
ambitious plans that he and his fellow Directors have for the club.

and achieve ocour goals

Derby County staff have been helping the Science depart-
ment, with coach Luke Wilkinson leading innovative practi-
cal sessions where ball skills help create models of elec-
trical circuits.

Year 7 students will soon have chance to join in the

Rams Reading Challenge — with club
merchandise and match tickets as the rewards



our NeW-l00k website has been launched at
www.anthonygell.co.uk.

The site is intended to help us share the highpoints in the
life of the school with the wider community and to provide
key information to potential students and their
parents.This new site is easier to update and offers
opportunites for students to get involved in its develop-
ment.. A group of students are currently working on a
revamped Sixth Form page and Philip Whitehead from
Year 11 has done a lot of work on the site.

The site is photo-rich, with links to web-albums of photos
of key events. It has a news-page, an events diary and
links to all the school's Newsletters and key publications.

Library Manager, Phil Richards who looks after the site
said " We have tried to make the site both attractive and
easy to navigate and we welcome feedback from par-
ents ,students and the wider community."

The website is designed to complement (and to link

to) the school's Kaleidos Learning Platform which will be
open to current staff students, parents and governors.

As well as providing a way of publishing learning tasks
and resources to students, Kaleidos will enable parents to
access information about their children's progress elec-
tronically.

In addition Kaleidos will offer staff and students the
opportunity to develop Interest Spaces (like websites)
which can contain news, images, calendars and docu-
ment libraries for school trips, clubs and other activities.
This will also enable trip letters and other letters to par-
ents to be published online.

Kaleidos is due to be launched with Year 7 students and
their parents early in the summer term

Did you start your
qst year at Gell in 1987,

If so your old school friends need you

Supported by AGS Foundation Governors

Diary Dates 2009

Mon 20 April START OF SUMMER TERM
Mon 27 April Y10 exams begin

Mon 4 May May Day holiday

Tue 5 May Y9 SATS begin

Mon 11 May Y10 Work Experience week
Mon 18 May Y10 Work Experience week
Mon 25 May HALF TERM WEEK BEGINS
Mon 8 June Healthy Eating week

Wed 8/Thu 9 July Summer concert

Thu 25 Jun Year 8 parents’ evening
Wed 15 July Year 6 parents’ evening
Fri24 July END OF TERM

Let's all dance

During this half term our Y10 GCSE Dance
class were invited to perform in the Buxton
Secondary Schools Dance Festival. The
event comprises of performances by the
Derbyshire schools and Anthony Gell
dancers performed their piece called ‘I be-
lieve’ which is a combination of lyrical and
funky street dance.

The girls gave an outstanding performance
and have really placed AGS on the dance
map! The girls really enjoyed the experi-
ence and gained much confidence which is
needed for their GCSE performance piece.
Lucy Ashmore must be praised for all her
hard work with the dancers and overall in
her first year here at AGS! Well done to all
the girls: Zoe Atkinson, Olivia Broome,
Terri Brownlee, Ellen Frost-Gilbert, Beth
Heappy, Sadie Page, Kylie Schoenemann,
Sarah Sharkey, Rosie Smith, Charlotte
Spencer, Eve Strawford, Lucy Wagstaffe,
Lauren Ward, Issy Webster.

Meanwhile, as our photo shows, the
electronic dance mats have proved a

real hit in school with girls and boys of

all ages— and some twinkle-toed

teachers too!

We are planning a REUNION for our year on

Saturday June 27 ™ 2009.

If you are interested please get in touch with: -

Carole Houghton — 07816508063 or
Samantha Jackson — 07779078257
A small charge will be incurred for a
Buffet and Disco
There will also be a licensed bar
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