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4% Wt ww 4 ¢ " Amodel of best practice”
: : B FW ¥ . |n 2005 AGS was granted over

£300,000 to improve the facilities for

Football at our school. This grant supported im-

proved drainage, new changing rooms and a re-

furbishment of the “small astro”.

Each year the Football Foundation monitors how

well the money has been used. Our project is

viewed by them as a “model of good practice”

with the school and its community Working in a

“very effective partnership”.

AS I a n ArtS B ay During her recent visit, Foundation representative,

Lizzie Trotter interviewed members of Staff, Mark
Year 7 students had another opportunity to show their Waterfall ( Wirksworth Town FC), Chris Whittall
creativity when their normal timetable was abandoned (Wirksworth Colts) and a number of AGS stu-
and replaced with a whole day of Asian Arts activities. dents. She was impressed with the development
of football and the excellent relationship that exists
between the school, local football clubs and Der-
byshire Dales District Council and said "We were
informed by Keely Brown at Derbyshire FA that

. o _ _ this was a '5/5 example of Best Practice' project. |
The students impressed their visitors with their en- visited the school to research how the partnership

ergy.enthusiasm and engagement. Mrs Griffiths who — payeen Anthony Gell and Wirksworth Colts FC
'(I:o-ordlnated the day was also plga§§3d with their efforts  \,,5rks so well. It was a pleasure to meet the indi-
Everyone had a go at all the activities and got a lot out ;515 involved, see the passion that exists for
of the day. We like to offer our students the opportunity 14 game and the effort that goes into developing
to explore a range of cultures and we are grateful to our opportunities for young people in the area”
visiting artists for providing such a varied and exciting The foundation will use Lizzie's findings to advise

programme.” other projects around the country.

Phil Pover, Assistant Head was delighted that our
partnership had been recognised in this way.

“ Working with our local clubs is a rewarding ex-
perience. To see junior, youth, girls and adult foot-
new jazz orchestra, a musical from the A level drama ball develop has been fantastic. We aim to provide
LT I e e RO A e LI R e iR Relois = our local clubs with first class facilities and to en-
Drama Group, Roald Dahl from Y7/8 Drama Club and  [Hieahiii et I Ll
the Wizard of Oz from Y9 and 10 — with a special group fasedSREITIEEERE I sissIENNES?

of cheerleaders to cheer them on and cheer you up! )
STOP PRESS: We have just heard that we are
one of the FA’'s Club Link Schools for 2008-209

They took part in workshops in Bollywood dance, dhol-
drumming, silk painting and storytelling lead by visiting
artists Perveen,Gurcharan,Khadijar and Alan.

On Tues and Wed 16 and 17 December you can enjoy
an evening of music, dance and drama including our

Welcome to new staff

Pictured here are the new members of staff
who joined us in September: (I-r) Lucy Ash-
more( Dance) Simon Olphin ( Music) Colleen
Allen ( English), Chris Carr ( Science), Wendy
Hammond ( School Sports Co-ordinator) and
Emma Webster (Learning Mentor) - turn to
page 3 to find out about Emma’s role in school
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Beyond the classroom

Most of Year 7 spent two days away
@ @ S EEE H @ ﬁ@ m from home and school at a residential
centre in Castleton on a history and
geography field trip.
They went up hill to Peveril Castle and
down underground in Treak Cliffe Cav-
ern — got tired and a little wet - but en-
joyed every minute of their stay.
For the rest of this term they will be us-
ing what they learned back in the class-
room.
When asked to rate her stay, one stu-
dent gave it 11 out of 10—over to you
Maths Department!

Just after half-term about three-quarters of
Year 8 travelled to Skegness to spend an
educational week at Butlins. With lots of
challenging learning activities and fun-filled
evenings they worked hard and played
even harder.

They shared the week with students from
other schools — a chance to make new
friends and to impress everyone with their
exemplary behaviour and their determina-
tion to make the most of a fabulous oppor-

tunity. = wuatTtlirnmn=

We tte r re pO rt October saw the arrival of a small group from our exchange

school in Wetter, Germany. The seven students enjoyed the
chance to spend a few days with an English host family and
to join in a range of activities with their AGS partners, includ-
ing the production of a international magazine

They had a tour around Wirksworth, a trip to Matlock Bath
and a day at Alton towers— with a fish and chip supper thrown
in.

Headteacher of the Wollenbergschule, Christiane Dietz| ac-
companied the group for the first time and she was impressed
by the facilities and opportunities available at Anthony Gell:
“There is such a lively atmosphere with so much going on—
even after school has finished. We are really grateful to the
school and to our host families for making us so welcome.
We look forward to welcoming you in Wetter next year”

Paris trip planned Trips galore

Later this term the PE department will be leading our Y10
expedition to Whitehall ( Derbyshire!!)

As we go to press final preparations are be-
ing made for the study visit to Paris. It will be
a 3-day whistle-stop tour and the group in-
cludes two members of the Year 11 Youth
Arts Leadership Award group who will be
testing out what they have learned on their
photography course. Watch this space and
our website-gallery for their super-snaps

In the Spring there will be 2 coaches of Gellers going skiing in
Austria , a group will make the return visit to Wetter and in
March our first group will visit China!

Sadly, the Sports Tour to Holland has been cancelled this
year— but book early for 2010!



What's a Learning Mentor for?

| had to stop and think when | was asked to write a short article for the newsletter on what | do. Not be-
cause | have very little to write about, but rather the opposite! My official job title is ‘Learning Mentor’, a
relatively new ‘phenomenon’ in schools, and a new role at Anthony Gell. | have been at the school for al-
most a year; previous jobs having included librarian, legal secretary and a civil service officer. So was |
little prepared, then, for the task at hand!? Going ‘back to school’ after well over a decade felt slightly
daunting at first but it is a step | am glad | have taken and | have no doubt this is mainly due to the wel-
coming environment at Anthony Gell.

I was employed to work with Year 11 boys on the ‘National Breakthrough Project’ — designed to help boys
achieve their academic potential. This mainly involved helping, in small groups, with GCSE coursework,
working on improvements and also revision to help maximise the grade the boys could achieve. But it
was not just academic support - just as important were motivation, encouragement and confidence-
building in a neutral environment away from the classroom.

Since then the role has grown and | now mentor Sixth Formers in addition to Year 11 (and also now girls
as well as boys). This may be individual support or in small groups. It might be for a particular piece of
coursework, for a few weeks or throughout the academic year. This could involve coursework ‘catch-up’,
helping with organisation, revision or planning, but just as importantly involves positive encouragement
and motivation to help students through what is a very challenging time. One challenge has been getting
to know the coursework for different subjects, but one that is strangely enjoyable! In any one day | could
be working together with students on Arkwright's Mill History, an analysis of James Bond for English, a
Drama Portfolio, an A Level English Essay or a Science Case Study, and that's just the tip of the ice-
berg...so, am | prepared for the task at hand? | am now!

The role of ‘Learning Mentor’ is fairly unique but one that allows students to have ‘time out’ to catch up
and improve so that they can work at achieving the best grades possible. It will, hopefully, benefit stu-
dents at Anthony Gell in the long term as they take qualifications that affect their future.
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When it was announced in July that the HPV vaccination programme was
about to be launched Anthony Gell School joined up with Hannage Brook
Medical Centre. We decided that as this was a new vaccination and there
had been a lot of discussion in the media that we should work together to
make sure that the right messages were put across to our community.
So, Nurse Jane Elliott came into to lead a presentation with our Y8 girls.
Not only did she cover what the HPV programme was about, but we also
discussed general sexual health issues. After initial giggles of embarrass-
ment, the girls then had lots of fun.
Later in the day, Dr Liz Lawrence gave a talk to parents. One parent said on leaving, 'Thank you - this
has been very clear and has helped me come to a decision about what we as a family need to do next’.
Mrs Jackson, said, ‘A lot of girls are now talking more openly about sexual health matters and have had a
lot of their questions answered and a few myths laid to rest!’.

It's all change for Children in Need

One of the biggest contributions to the wonderful amount raised
at AGS for Children in Need has always been the silver coin col-
lection and over recent years Mr Etheridge’s Tutor group have
always had the longest line of coins. Well. now that “Bob” is a
Sixth Form tutor , the competition shifted to a Sixth Form versus
the Rest of the School Challenge to cover a giant Pudsey with
coins. The result? You guessed- the Sixth Form raised a mag-
nificent £250 — which was more than the other groups combined.
The total raised on the day from a whole range of activities was
over £1200— with lots more to come from sponsorship!

Visit or Gallery at www.anthonygell.co.uk or www.flickr.com/
anthonygellschool to see photos of the day



Sport for all

The PE department have had a very busy half term.
Students have had new opportunities in both curricu
lum time and in clubs. The dance mats have been a

great success, cheerleading is going strong and
some Y9 boys have been using the x-bikes. Activ8

has seen a huge rise in numbers with the new venue

of the large astro, as have all the clubs at lunch

and after school .

Lots of fixtures after school have been rewarding with vic-

time

tories in hockey against Buxton and Woodlands. All the
basketball teams have been successful in their opening

group matches of the English Schools Tournament, with
lots more games next term. The 6™ form football team are

very proud of their win against Lady Manners.

Due to a rise in number of students attending clubs the
first house matches were really well attended with events

for every age group for boys and girls!!

Arkwright won the Y7 boys and girls football, Fearne won

Y8 and Gell Y9. Fearne won the dance mats competition
in Y10, Wright won the Y10 boys football and Fearne won

the Y11 girls and boys Hockey
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Well done to the 4 Year 10 Gell students who joined

16 students from Swanick Hall at Alfreton Leisure
Centre in training students from Years 3,4,5 & 6 to

become mini leaders.

The training, which took place

over two mornings in the beginning of October, was

mainly practical with some theory work.

The first morning was spent training the year 10 students
so that they could deliver and lead practical sessions to
small groups of children from primary schools. The mini
leaders’ scheme is designed to encourage junior school
children to lead activities in the playground at break and

lunch times.

The year 10 pupils had great fun on the first morning

leading activities and also making up their own activities.

The second session enabled the year 10 students to train
junior school children from Carsington, Hopton and Crich

Carr Schools in how to lead sessions. They all proved to

be excellent role models encouraging the junior school

pupils to become confident in leading activities.

A fantastic morning !

Supported by AGS Foundation Governors

Diary Dates 2009

For further dates go to
www.anthonygell.co.uk

Mon5Jan START OF SPRING TERM
Thu 8 Jan  Presentation of Certificates
Mon 26 Jan Be Aware Week begins

Thu 29 Jan INSET DAY

Thu 12 Feb Year 7 Parents Evening

Fri 19 Feb Ski trip leaves

Mon 16 Feb HALF TERM WEEK BEGINS
Thu 5 Mar Year 9 Parents Evening
Thu 19 Mar  Sixth Form Parents Evening
Sat 28 Mar  China trip leaves

Fri 3 Apr END OF TERM

Fri 10 April  Good Friday

Mon 20 April START OF SUMMER TERM

Mon 4 May May Day holiday
Mon 25 May HALF TERM WEEK BEGINS
Fri 24 July END OF TERM

Cross coumtrryy

Early in the term, on a beautiful Septem-
ber day, the cluster cross country cham-
pionship was run for all the feeder junior
schools in the area. A fantastic total of
219 pupils from Wirksworth Juniors, Bon-
sall, Turnditch, Middleton, Cromford, Kirk
Ireton and Carsington attended the event
which took part at Cromford Meadows.

The course was perfectly marked out by
John Selby Sly and Linzi Pearson at 6:30 in
the morning! John then went on to be the
hare for all 5 races and wishes that he had
done more training prior to the event!

There were 26 year 10 students who volun-
teered to assist in running the event. They
did a superb job in rounding up athletes for
races, marshalling the course, collecting
race results and running at the back of the
races to help those struggling.

The year 3/4 event was won by Turnditch
with Wirksworth Juniors runners up and the
year 5/6 event was won by Wirksworth Jun-
iors with Bonsall runners up.

This was a great event and all the children
thoroughly enjoyed themselves. Well done to
all those volunteers and of course John and
Linzi.
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