
ISSUE 17 Spring 2007 

On 12th March at the Pomegranate Theatre 
Debi and her dancers performed a dance of 
a lifetime! The perform-
ance was inspiring and 
was highly professional. 
The pieces of dance took 
you through an average 
school day including many 
day to day lessons. “The 
movement and fluidity of 
the dancers was amaz-
ing,” quotes Mrs Taylor. 
Mr Lovatt also quoted “ I 
loved it, it was the first dance I had ever 
been to.  I went to support the students” Mrs 
Dean and Miss Hewitt quoted  “It moved me 
to tears, it was a very imaginative idea.”  
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On March 16th, Anthony Gell was overloaded with money-raising activities all for 
Comic Relief. From custard baths to Bush tucker Trials, Comic Relief in Anthony Gell 
was a great success. On the day, we managed to raise over £1,500 and there is still 
more to come from sponsorship. 
 
All tutor groups took part in a 5p competition, seeing who could get the 
longest line of silver. The winning tutor group was Miss Waring and Mr 
Etheridge in A1, who managed to raise over £250!!! Altogether the 5p 
race raised an amazing £750 in total! 
 
There were loads of brilliant fund raising ideas, certainly one of the best 
ones was the Y12 Bushtucker trial. They took part in a competition to see 
who could eat the most disgusting foods, including: fish sperm, pig’s heart, ears ,tail, 
liver and love it or hate it marmite, plus lots of other horrid things. Cora Whitney, a Y12 

who took part and completed it, told us that, ”although most of the 
food was vile, I would eat the cheese and the pig’s heart again.” 
 
Throughout the day there were stalls, games and many people 
dressed up. We would like to thank everyone for their help and sup-
port. 

We interviewed Miss Waring (science 
club leader) and asked her a few ques-
tions about the CSI investigations… 
Where is the club held? - ‘It’s held in 
the Science block in S1’  
Do you think people enjoyed it and 
who can go?  - ’Yes we had a brilliant 
time! It took over 2 days to complete it, 
and the members of the science club 
wanted to carry on into the afternoon 
but only year 7 & 8 can go’ 
 How many members are there in the 
science club?  -’I think at the moment 
there are 16 students’ If you would like 
to go to science club, please contact 
Miss Waring, and go on a Wednesday 
at 12-30 in S1.  
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This year was another very successful skiing 
and snowboarding trip to Austria, Feldkirchen.  
          
 After many years of this enjoyable experience, it 
still carries on!!! Along with the 45 students, Miss 
Cox, Miss Roberts, Miss Alderman, Mr Whittall, Mrs 
Kenworthy and Mr Beech went, and lastly the or-
ganiser of the holiday break was Mrs Boden who 
deserves all the credit for the fantastic trip! 
 
They set off for their “spectacular” journey on the 
9th February 2007 at 2:00 pm. After 26 long but fun 
hours on the coach, they finally arrived at the ski 
resort! The group of 55 stayed at a beautiful Hotel, 
called The Amhugel. They were woken by Mr 
Beech each morning at 6:45am for all of the six 
days that they were there, ready to start their five 
hours for amazing skiing and snowboarding!!!! 
 
There were also many cool evening activities to 
keep everybody entertained!  

AGS wants its students to be successful and its 
main focus is the education of young people, but it 
is also a resource for the whole community.  The 
school is active in community projects and the lei-
sure centre and changing rooms are facilities 
which the wider community can enjoy.   
 
In return, many members of the community are 
already helping Anthony Gell, making a difference 
and enjoying the benefits of getting involved.   
 
There are several ways of getting involved: 
Become a volunteer - hear students read, accom-
pany school trips, share your expertise 
Provide a work placement – give students valu-
able experience of the business world 
Provide sponsorship – of PE kit, events, our news-
letters and website 
Give in-kind support - donate goods, equipment or 
student prizes 
Become a Governor – be a critical friend and 
share your views. 
 
In return Anthony Gell can offer support, training, 
publicity and the opportunity to make a real differ-
ence to the community.  
 
If you would like to find out more please contact: 
the school via letter, phone or email. 

This included bowling, an Italian Restaurant and 
swimming. Plus, on the final night, they all had an 
awesome Disco!!! 
 
Unfortunately, one 6th Former had a slight acci-
dent with his wrist! But apart from that it all went 
wonderfully! Altogether Miss Cox said “I would 
give this 10 out of 10!!!!!” 

Two workshops aimed at Year 6 and 7 and their 
parents/carers are planned in the summer term. 
The two hour sessions will give parents/carers 
and children the opportunity to work together 
through short fun activities introducing and sup-
porting the year 7/8 curriculum.  
 
· Learn how to support your child at home  
· Find out more about the content and teach-

ing methods used in year 7/8 
· Increase the confidence of your child and 

increase your own confidence 
· Discover the best Internet sites 
· Take away a free resource pack to help 

support your child 
· Enjoy a fun session with your child with no 

pressure or worries (Adults - no previous 
knowledge needed!) 

 
The family numeracy workshop will be held be-
tween 4pm and 6pm on Tuesday the 22nd May 
2007  
 
The family literacy workshop will be held between 
6.30pm and 8.30pm on Wednesday 9th May 
2007. 
 
To book a place contact Jayne Haywood on 
01629 57897 
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Just after February half term 2007 a group of year 9 students from Anthony Gell flew to Cologne, Ger-
many. They stayed with the families of the German exchange students that visited in November. The year 
9 students visited the school in Wetter, (which we have been friends with for 21 years) and also visited 
Marburg an old and beautiful town, and went on a trip to Frankfurt a big city 
where they visited the film museum, went ice-skating and then hit the high 
street.  

 
The Wetter school day started 8am-1pm, most 
of the students spoke excellent English. We 
interviewed      two year 9 students; Ollie Smith 
and Jodie Dunn said: “The trip was amazing! 
The school lessons were great, we did lots of 
after school activities. We did a lot of shopping. In 
all we spent six days in Wetter.”                                                
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Anthony Gell has recently launched its first web-
site.  Although in its early stages of development, 
we hope that parents will find it useful and we 
have lots of ideas for the future.  The website is 
also designed to allow interested prospective par-
ents and students a flavour of the school. 
 
Currently, it is possible to download information on 
A-level and GCSE options and the school pro-
spectus.  A news section will keep visitors in-
formed on what is going on in school and each 
edition of this newsletter can also be viewed on 
the website. 
 
We hope to allow our students to contribute to the 
site and also allow parents to download any letters 
that have been sent out from school. 
 
Please have a look at the site on 
www.anthonygell,co.uk and please email us with 
your views. 
 

In our last newsletter you will have read that we are 
launching our Extended Services in and Around 
Anthony Gell School.   
 
If you attended the Y9 Parents’ Evening you will 
have come across our Step by Step stall, which ex-
plained what the roles of Connexions, the School 
Nurse and Safe Speak have to offer your child.  A 
Step by Step stall will be a feature of all Parents’ 
evenings for the rest of the year.   
 
If you were unable to pick up a leaflet, please don’t 
hesitate to drop in to school to collect one.  We will 
be having an awareness raising day in May for stu-
dents, our staff and our primary colleagues.   
 
In the meantime, if you would like to know more, 
please do not hesitate to contact Helen Jackson, 
Deputy Head. 

Recently, Nexus came and did certain music work-
shops with different classes. 
They also performed a lunch-
time concert on Tuesday 13th 
March. They played rock 
style songs to everyone in-
cluding the staff. Nexus are a 
Christian music college 
based in Coventry who travel 
England performing to young 
and older people. 

Gifted and Talented– year 6 and 7  
On Wednesday the 21st of March, Ms Farnan and 
Miss Roberts held a gifted and talented day at An-
thony Gell. Students from our surrounding Primary 
feeder schools came to Gell and worked with year 
7 students to create this newsletter. We inter-
viewed teachers , staff and students  to find out 
about upcoming and recent  events. ‘It worked well 
and I think it’s a good idea’ a year 7 student said.  
If you would like to be involved in writing the news-
letter then please get in touch with Miss Roberts. 

The group in Wetter 

Katie with her  
German Family 



Football Festival 
 
Anthony Gell have been running a football festival 
involving many primary schools from around the 
area. These include Bonsall, Brassington, Crom-
ford, Middleton, Wirksworth and Carsington! The 
football  Festival was set up by a group of year 
10’s working with the Junior Football Organisation 
from the FA. Overall 90 students from 8 schools 
got involved in the in the football festival which 
included training drills and games! It was such a 
success that they then went on to organising a 
primary schools champions league!  

 
 
Basketball Success 
 
In the English Schools Basketball tournament, the 
under 16 girls team battled their way to the quarter 
finals, which means that they are the East Mid-
lands champions. The under 18 girls team got to 
the semi final. Both the under 15 and under 16 
boys teams got to the quarter final. The under 19 
girls team are the league winners!!! On Wednes-
day night the girls teams are going to play in Not-
tingham. It is a 50-50 chance of playing home or 
away , and playing away means a lot of travelling. 
A well done to everyone involved, keep it up! 
 

Mon 23rd April:  Week 1 of Y10 Work Experience 
Mon 30th April: Week 2 of Y10 Work Experience 
Wed 2nd May:  Step by Step Awareness Raising 
Day 
Mon 7th May:  School closed: Bank Holiday 
Tue 8th to Fri 11th May:  Y9 National Curriculum 
Tests 
Tue 15th May:  AS/A2 exams start 
Mon 21st May:  GCSE exams start 
Mon 28th May to Fri 1st June:  School closed for half 
term 
Thurs 7th June:  Y7 Parents’ Evening 
Fri 29th June:  End of AS/A2 and GCSE exams 
Tues 10th July:  Y6 Induction Day 
Wed 11th July:  Y6 Parents’ Evening 
Wed 18th to Fri 20th July: Activities Days 
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Inter—House Competitions 
 
Earlier this school year Anthony Gell hosted an in-
ter house tournament for the students. There are 
separate girls and boys teams from each of the 
houses which are called, Gell, Fearne, Wright and 
Arkwright. In Year seven alone over seventy pupils 
took part in the football matches! For those inter-
ested in taking part next, Year 7 do basketball, 
Year 8 do football, Year 9 do rowing and Year 10 
do mixed hockey. 
 
Football and Literacy Programme 
 
Over the past six months a group of students in 
Year 10 have been working on a combined Football 
and Literacy project.  They have followed a pro-
gramme that allows them to improve their writing 
and interpretation skills as well as receiving coach-
ing from Derby County staff.  Some of the high-
lights of the programme have been an interview 
session with Nigel Clough, training on journalism 
from a sports reporter on The Times newspaper 
and going to watch Burton Albion play.  The stu-
dents have made great progress in both literacy 
and football and have impressed the coaches and 
the teachers involved with their commitment and 
enthusiasm for the project.  So congratulations to 
the following students for their achievements in this 
programme: 
Steven Oulton, Lawrence Wright, Matthew Red-
shaw, Mitchell Robinson, Darren Cartwright, Toby 
Howard, Jacob Bradbury, George Riach, Shane 
Torr, Michael Whittall, Will Boam, Matthew Allsop, 
Jack Clay, Jimmy Redfern. 


